
 

SOUTH METRO COUNCIL OF THE BLIND
CONSTITUTION
(Revised November, 2014)
ARTICLE I.
ORGANIZATION NAME:
The name of this organization shall be South Metro Council of the Blind, and shall be affiliated with the state organization, Georgia Council of the Blind, Inc., and the national organization, American Council of the Blind, Inc.
ARTICLE II.
PURPOSE:
The purpose of this organization shall be to advance the opportunities of visually impaired and blind persons for full participation in the community, state, and nation.
ARTICLE III.
MEMBERSHIP:
Section 1.  Eligibility:
At least a majority of the members of this organization must be legally blind.   
Section 2.  Rights, Privileges, and Responsibilities
All members of this organization shall have the right to be heard, the privilege to vote,  and the responsibility to serve on committees within the chapter.  Active members may hold office and/or serve on committees of the state and national organization. 
Section 3.  Representatives
When the chapter exceeds forty (40) in active membership, it is entitled to another representative on the GCB board.  That representative shall be one of the executive officers of the chapter appointed by the president or board of directors.
Section 4.  Removal:
Any member may be removed from membership of this local organization upon recommendation of a majority vote of the Board of Directors and the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting at a regular or special business meeting.  Such member shall be accorded an opportunity to be heard prior to final action by the organization.  Among the causes of removal shall be questionable conduct or behavior not in conformance with the purpose of this organization. 
ARTICLE IV.
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS:
Section 1.  Election:
A.  There shall be elected at the November regular chapter meeting every two (2) years a president, a vice-president, a secretary, a treasurer, and three board of directors, each to serve a term of two (2) years. Constitutional officers and the above-mentioned board of directors, with the exception of the secretary and the treasurer, shall not serve for more than two (2) consecutive terms in the same office. The terms of these officers shall begin on the following January after the election, and election shall be held in even numbered years. 
B.  These officers shall be elected by a majority vote of the members who are present and voting, provided there is a two/thirds membership representation for a quorum. If a nominee does not receive a majority on the first ballot, there shall be a run-off between the two (2) candidates who have received the greatest number of votes. Voting shall be by voice vote unless otherwise designated by a majority of the members who are present and voting. 
C.  No elected member  of the South Metro Council of the Blind shall be currently affiliated with any part of an organization of the blind whose philosophies, policies, and practices conflict with those of the Georgia Council of the Blind or the American Council of the Blind.  
D.  At the beginning of each term of office, the following oath shall be administered by either the secretary or the treasurer to each newly elected officer and director: 
"I solemnly promise that I will, to the best of my ability, faithfully discharge the duties of the office to which I have been elected or appointed, will defend and support the objectives of GCB, and will do all in my power to further the well being of all blind people within the state, nation, and throughout the world."
Section 2.  Qualifications:
The president, vice president, and a majority of the board of this organization must be legally blind.  The duties of each officer and director shall be those ordinarily associated with that officeand are outlined specifically in the Bylaws of this organization.
Section 3.  Vacancy
In the event of a vacancy among the officers and directors, caused by death, resignation, or failure to act, the president shall appoint an acting successor to serve until the next election, provided that the majority of the board is legally blind.
Section 4.  Removal:
Any elected officer or director may be removed from office upon recommendation of a majority vote of the board of directors and the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting at a regular or special business meeting.  Such officer or director shall be accorded an opportunity to be heard prior to final action by the organization.  Among the causes of removal shall be failure to comply with the Constitution and Bylaws of this chapter, constant failure to exercise the duties of that office, failure to attend the meetings of the organization, and/or  questionable conduct or behavior not in conformance with the purpose of this organization.
ARTICLE V.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Section 1.  Board Meetings:
The board of directors shall meet at the call of the president or upon written notice by at least three of the board members with due notice being given. A majority of the board must be present to constitute a quorum to transact business.
                          
Section 2.  Responsibilities:
The board of directors shall advise the president and shall have charge of the affairs of the organization between regular meetings. Minutes of the board meeting shall be read to the membership at the following month's regular business meeting.  
ARTICLE VI.
CHAPTER MEETINGS:
Regular meetings of this organization shall ordinarily be held once each month. Any special meeting of the organization may be called by the president or upon written notice by a majority of the board with due notice being  given to the membership.  Two-thirds of the membership must be present to constitute a quorum to transact business at any business or special meeting of the organization.  All meetings of the organization shall be conducted in accordance with the most recently revised Robert's Rules of Order.
ARTICLE VII.  DUES:
All members of the organization shall pay annual dues, the amount of which shall be determined by a two-thirds vote of the Council at a regular business meeting. 
ARTICLE VIII.  AMENDMENTS:
The Constitution of this organization may be amended at any regular business meeting of the South Metro Council of the Blind by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting, provided that the proposed amendment shall have been presented in writing, signed by at least three members, and that it shall have been read to the membership at a regular business meeting at least one month prior to final action on such amendment.   
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Ann Sims
John M. Sims
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SOUTH METRO COUNCIL OF THE BLIND
BYLAWS
(Revised November, 2014)
ARTICLE I.  MEMBERSHIP:
A majority of the members must be legally blind.  All members must pay local chapter dues.  All officers and directors must pay local, state and national dues.  If a member belongs to another local chapter and pays state and national dues through that chapter, that member shall be an associate member of this chapter and cannot hold office but can be heard, can vote on local chapter issues, and can serve on committees within the chapter. 
ARTICLE II.
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS:
Section 1.  Qualifications and Duties:
A.  President:  The president must be legally blind, shall preside over all meetings of the organization, and may call special meetings of the body with the consent of a majority of the board of directors.  The president may appoint a chaplain and a parliamentarian. If the president holds an office on the state board, the president or board shall then appoint a legally blind officer or director from the local chapter to represent the Council on the state board.  The president may also appoint three (3) standing committees:  membership, legislation and public relations, and such other committees as the president and/or the organization deem necessary.  In case of the unavailability or incapacity of the treasurer, the president shall be authorized to sign necessary checks.  The president, having served a full term and leaving office in good standing, automatically becomes a member of the board of directors of this organization and serves in that position for the period of one (1) year, and is accorded all rights, privileges and responsibilities of elected members of the board during that year.
B.  Vice President:  The vice president must be legally blind.  The vice president shall assume all the duties and responsibilities of the president in the event of the president's absence.  The vice president shall be the program chairperson for the organization with a committee of not less than three members to assist in this responsibility.
C.  Secretary:  The secretary of the South Metro Council of the Blind shall record and read the minutes of all meetings of the organization, to include regular, special, and board.  The minutes shall be read to the membership at the next month's business meeting. The secretary shall assist the treasurer in preparing the roster of the chapter members to be sent to the state president and the editor of The GCB Digest.  Each year.  The secretary may appoint an assistant when he or she deems necessary. 
D.  Treasurer:  At each regular business meeting of this organization the treasurer shall present a full and detailed financial report to the membership.  The treasurer shall be responsible for the collection of dues, to be collected no later than the November business meeting of each calendar year provided that meeting falls before the deadline of November 15.  On or before November 15, of each calendar year, the treasurer shall send the state and national collected dues to the state treasurer and shall provide the state treasurer, state president and the editor of The GCB Digest with a current list of the names, telephone numbers, addresses (including email addresses), their preferred format for materials, and whether such members are legally blind or fully sighted, and whether active or associate. Local Dues from the associate members shall be retained in the chapter's treasury. If a person joins in the new calendar year, that information shall also be sent to the GCB treasurer, president and digest editor. All financial obligations of the organization shall be discharged by checks issued and signed by the treasurer or the president.  The funds of the organization shall be deposited in a bank which may be chosen by the treasurer and approved by the board.  In case of the unavailability or incapacity of the treasurer, checks shall be signed by the president.  At its discretion, the board of directors may require that the treasurer be bonded.  
E.  Directors:  In addition to the four constitutional officers, three directors shall also be elected to serve on the board.  These directors may be legally blind or sighted, provided that a majority of the board members are legally blind.  Each board member shall serve on a committee within the organization.
Section 2.  Voting:
Two-thirds of the members of this organization must be present to constitute a quorum to transact business.  Officers and directors shall be elected by a majority vote of the members present and voting, including all absentee ballots which shall have been presented to the president, in writing, and certified by the president and secretary prior to the election.  If a nominee does not receive a majority on the first ballot, there shall be a run-off between the two candidates who have received the greatest number of votes.  
ARTICLE III. AMENDMENTS:
The By-laws of this organization may be amended at any regular business meeting  by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members present and voting, provided that the  proposed amendment shall have been presented in writing, signed by at least three (3) members, and that it shall have been read to the membership at a regular business meeting at least one month prior to final action on such amendment.
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